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	Discharging Planning Conditions Questionnaire
Name:
Organisation:
E-mail: 


	1. What impact has the introduction of standard fees for the discharge of planning conditions had? Has it improved the general level of service?
b)   Are there ways in which the current arrangements for paying for fees might be improved?


	2. How long do you think is a reasonable period of time for Local Planning Authorities to discharge a condition, having regard to any feedback or related experience of the importance of local authorities taking timely decisions?


	3. Do you think there are, in general, too many unnecessary conditions imposed on planning permissions and if so, is there a particular area or matters that these tend to cover?

3 b). From your experience could any of the issues that are often conditioned be agreed at pre-application
     stage or during the consideration of a planning application?


	4. Do you value the practice of circulating draft conditions prior to determination? If so, how far in advance of an anticipated decision do you suggest this should occur?


	5. Do you see merit in a structured decision notice, which groups the different types of condition into those that must be: discharged before commencement; before occupation, requiring action post completion?



	6. What is your view on the default approval of conditions if not decided within a fixed time period?

b) From your experience, do you think there is scope for LPA’s to use approved contractors to discharge and monitor decisions? What would you envisage the advantages and disadvantages to be in taking such an approach?


	7. What is your view on a fast track appeal process for the discharge of conditions?


	8. Do you value being able to track the discharge of conditions via the council website/ planning records?



	9. In your recent experience do you have any good examples of LPA processes or procedures in the discharge of planning conditions, and if so please describe below. 



	10. Do you have any other suggestions for reforms of the system in order to improve the process of the discharge of planning conditions with particular focus on improving the time taken, certainty and transparency?



Please return the completed questionnaire to planning.southampton@wyg.com 

or to the address below by the 03 July 2009
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